
 

 

 

Ministerial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation 
among African States Bordering the Atlantic Ocean 

(ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT)  

 

The EU Regulation as a catalyst in the fight against 
IUU 

 
 
 
 

 

 

    

     

 

 

 

 

     

       
  
Naji LAAMRICH 

 ATLAFCO Secretariat 

 

     

  

    Casablanca 02 May 2018 

 Harnessing today without compromising tomorrow … 



A core aim of the European Union’s (EU) Regulation 
to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing is to prevent, deter and eliminate trade in 
fisheries products deriving from IUU fishing into the EU.  

The Regulation establishes a catch certificate (CC) 
scheme to assist member state authorities in detecting 
and blocking illegally-sourced products at their borders, 
which is complemented by a procedure to identify third 
countries as non-cooperating in the fight against IUU 
fishing (the “carding” process). 

Introduction 



The Council Regulation (EC) No (hereafter, the IUU 

Regulation) was adopted on the 29 September 2008 and 

entered into force on 1 January 2010.  

It establishes a Community system to prevent, deter and 

eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, 

designed to cover all aspects and to promote better ocean 

governance, which lies upon the shared responsibility of all 

stakeholders.  

With regard to third parties, the Community sets strict terms 

and conditions by introducing a certification scheme and an 

absolute prohibition of fishery products obtained from IUU 

fishing within the EU.  

 
The EU Regulation 1005/2008 
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Eighth year of its implementation.  

As in other areas of EU policy, every two years the 28 

EU member states submit a report to the European 

Commission on implementation of key obligations under 

the Regulation.  

The reports include, amongst other information, data 

on imports under the Regulation, details of import 

control procedures and recommendations to 

improve current systems and frameworks.  

The EU Regulation 1005/2008 
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Principle: To stop imports of illegally 

caught fish, 

Who: All EU and third countries fleets 

engaged in fishing, 

Regulation 1005/2008, last amended by 

Reg. 86/2010, covers the IUU framework, 

A Catch certificate is provided with all 

imports from 3rd countries, 

 

IUU Legislation 



Accordingly, the import of fishery products into the 

Community is allowed upon appropriate certification that 

demonstrates the legality of the products concerned.  

This certification scheme apply to all the Community 

imports and exports of marine fishery products even those 

transported or processed in a country other than the flag 

State before reaching the territory of the Community or 

placed under a transit procedure. 

 In addition, it sets an analytical scheme of port inspection 

upon prior notice and authorization to access designated 

ports, while it introduces a community alert system and 

sanctions measures 

 

The EU Regulation 1005/2008  

Certification Scheme 



Importation to the EU 



Chapter III,  

CATCH CERTIFICATION SCHEME FOR IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS, Article 12: Catch Certificate 



 

 

 The importation into the Community of fishery products obtained 
from IUU fishing shall be prohibited.  

 To ensure the effectiveness of this prohibition, consignments of 
fishery products shall only be imported into the EU when 
accompanied by a catch certificate.  

 The catch certificate shall be validated by the flag State of the 
fishing vessel. 

  Catches from EC fishing vessels - with the exception of the 
products listed in Annex 1 of the IUU Regulation - are also subject 
to the validation of catch certificates by competent EU Member 
State authorities prior to exportation, if required by the third 
country of destination.  

 

 
The catch certification scheme for  

importation and exportation of  

fishery products  

 

(Chapter III, art 12-22)  



THE DIALOGUE PROCESS 

Risk analysis   which countries? 

Evaluation mission  problems 

identified  

Report sent  country comments 

Informal dialogue – cooperation to 

resolve problems 

Otherwise… 

Questionnaire + CC analysis 

Third Party 



Overview Of The Procedures  

Launched By The Commission 

 



CONCLUSION 

 The IUU Regulation 
(1005/2008) is the core of 
EU’s legal framework for 
action against global IUU 
fishing.  

 Its primary objective is to 
prevent, deter and eliminate 
the trade of IUU-caught 
products into the EU.  

 One of its key components is 
a multiple-step procedure for 
dealing with non-EU 
countries considered 
uncooperative in the fight 
against IUU fishing 



Thank you for your attention 


